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HOW TO MAKE PAPER?

You wi l l  need. . .

 a  kitchen blender
a small  bucket

a scoop or  small  jug
waste paper  -  copier  sheets,  coloured paper  -  not  heavily  inked or  coated

the mould and deckle  in  this  pack
         a  large plastic  container

a clean sponge
some J  Cloths or  cut  down woollen blankets

some old towels
access  to  water

a biro NOT a  pencil

A  N O T E  O N  PA P E R
Do not  use  old  ne w spapers  as  w hi le  the y  wi l l  break down quickly,  the y  wi l l  not  g ive  an 

attract ive  result .   Any  ink  present  wi l l  d iscolour  the  paper ;  one way to  control  this  is  to  use 
s ingle  colour  plain  sheets .  A lternat ively,  i f  some sheets  are  not  blended too much,  the  l i tt le 

bits  of  text  can add decorat ion.  Decorat ive  pieces  in  paper  are  cal led inclusions. 

M E T H O D  ( s e e  f i l m  1 )

   1.  First ly  select  enough paper  to  blend.   Pulping paper  makes  this  easy  as  you wi l l  get 
approximately  one sheet  for  each sheet  pulped. 

      2.   2/3rd f i l l  the  blender  with  tap water. 

3.  Gradual ly  add the sheets ,  torn  up into  chunks  approx.4cm.  Blend for  about  20  seconds.  
You have created Half  Stuf f.  I t  i s  handy to  have a  bucket  to  t ip  the  contents  of  your  blender 
into.   I t  wi l l  keep for  days  l ike  this ,  i f  the  temperature  is  not  too hot .  Make a  bit  more than 

you think you need for  your  group.  A  hal f  bucket  of  hal f  stuf f  (porr idge consistenc y)  should 
easi ly  be  enough for  a  group of  30.

4.  Make up your  vat  or  vats .  Using a  large  plast ic  tub -  storage boxes  are  ideal .  2/3rd f i l l 
w ith  warm tap water.  Then add 2  or  3  jugs  of  Hal f  Stuf f  and st i r.

  Tr y  it!  
4 litres 

of half stuff 
will easily do 
a whole class 

of 30.
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M E T H O D  c o n t i n u e d

   5.  Do a  test  piece  before  start ing  with  your  group to  check thickness  of  paper  produced 
is  suf f ic ient .   You should not  see  through i t !  I t  should be about  3mm thick  as  i t  wi l l  get  thin-

ner  when pressed.   

6.  P lace  a  towel  or  A4  blankets  in  a  pi le  by  the  vat .  At  the  bottom of  the  pi le  put  a  narrow 
folded blanket  to  create  a  cur ve  to  the  sheets  on top.  Add a  damp JCloth to  the  top i f 

preferred.   These are  to  couch ( f rom the French,  coucher,  meaning to  s leep or  to  lay)  your 
paper  onto.   

7.  FORMING  Stir  the  vat .  Hold  the mould wire  s ide  up and place the deckle  ( f rame)  on top 
of  the  mould,  gr ipping each s ide  with  thumb and foref inger.  Scoop the mould and deckle 
down vert ical ly  on the far  s ide  of  the  vat .  Near  the  bottom f latten (deckleside up)  and l i f t 
steadi ly  in  a  hor izontal  posit ion.  Go s lowly  as  you break the surface and you should feel  a 
pul l .  This  helps  to  extract  more water.  Do a  s ide  to  s ide  shake as  you c lear  the  vat  surface. 
This  method enables  you to  get  under  the  stock (mixture  in  the  vat  is  stock or  stuf f )  and as 

you l i f t  up,  to  catch lots  of  f ibres  to  make a  f i rm sheet .   A l low any excess  water  to  drain. 
Careful ly  remove the deckle

8.  COUCHING  Hold the mould upside down,  ( long s ides  left  and r ight)  -  the  paper  wi l l  not 
fa l l  of f  i f  properly  drained.  Press  one long s ide  onto the fe lts/wool/JCloth and with  a  rol l ing 

act ion rol l  the  wet  paper  on the mould,  across  the  surface,  swopping your  weight  to  the 
other  hand.  And l i f t  us ing the same motion.  Your  paper  should now be on your  fe l ts .   This 

may take some pract ice.  Move this  sheet  on i ts  fe l t  to  one s ide.   Further  sheets  can be 
stacked on top.  This  stack is  cal led a  post .  F inish  with  at  least  2  fe l ts  on the top.

9.  PR ESS   I f  you do not  have a  press,  you can place the sheets  between boards  and stand 
on them as  in  F i lm 1.  The aim is  to  f lat  press  the  sheets  and get  r id  of  much of  the  water 

st i l l  held  by  the f ibres.   Water  wi l l  seep out  so  use  a  hard f loor  or  go outs ide.

10.  DRYI NG  Sheet  can be hung /pegged up to  dr y.  A  f inal  press  between boards  or  heavy 
books  wi l l  f latten any s l ight  distort ion.
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